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Some groups in Nipawin are upset with the base tax increase, saying it will hit low-income families the hardest.

Last week town council voted to increase taxes by raising the base tax about seven per cent.

"I don't think they should have raised just the base," said Garry Schenstead, co-ordinator for the Nipawin Oasis Community Resource Centre. "The base is not really fair because it is going to affect low income families, or the landlords who are renting homes to low income families."

When the base tax goes up, lower assessed properties have more of a percentage increase than higher assessed properties. 

For example, by only raising the base tax, a property assessed at $142,000 would go from paying about $1,720 to $1,750. 

A property assessed at $30,000 would go from paying $712 to $745. Both pay the same dollar amount, but the percentage of the increase is almost two times higher for the lower property.

For those living on a fixed income, any increase in taxes or rent can have a huge impact, said Schenstead. He explained there is a limit on rent that social services will pay for people on social assistance. Many are at that limit and anything above it has to come from a person's monthly income.

"They can't afford that, there's no way," he said. "For people trying to live on a $50-60 grocery bill, when you take $10 out it makes a difference."

But Alderman Basil Forsberg defended raising the base tax, saying all residents will be paying the same increase. 

"I don't think that those people who have improved property, and bear the substantial weight of the assessment, should always be the ones to cough up," he said.

He added it was time to put the increase right on the base tax, because "if you don't make small incremental movements periodically, you end up having to make a big jump" down the road.

But the increase is still concerning to some residents. Darren Head is currently on a provincial training allowance (PTA) while he's taking life skills and work-essential skills. He's concerned about a rent increase, now that his landlord will have to pay more for his home.

"It's kind of making me worried. On my PTA, I won't have enough for myself, to pay for bills," he said, adding he has about $15 left over each month after he pays for rent, bills and food.

The decision to raise the base was not unanimous. Some aldermen wanted to generate the extra tax dollars by raising both the base and the mill rate - a way they considered more fair.

"It's kind of a philosophical question," said Alderman Dave Trann, who voted against raising only the base tax. "Some people believe that everybody should share in that base tax on an even keel, because they all use the same. The way I look at it is, there's a lot of people that can't afford to do that, and there's some higher assessed homes that can afford it."

Trann said they initiated the base tax several years ago to cover basic services, like roads, arenas and ambulances. While he was not opposed to raising taxes, he did oppose how it was dispersed. 

"My concern has been that we have a lot of homes that are assessed lower and a lot of people that are on fixed income," he said. "When we raise the base tax, it puts the taxing increase squarely on them."

Trann added that when you look at how much is being raised, "dollar wise it's not a big deal."

"But if we continue on this course, and we just go on base tax only, then it will be a big burden," he said.

The method of tax collection Trann, Dennis Hryhor and Pete Moisan advocated was a combination increase of both base tax and mill rate. Schenstead agrees that was a better option council should have gone with.

"It's a combination between the two," he said. ?Everybody takes a little bit of ownership for increased taxes, because everybody's taking advantage of the different programs in the town."

